Screening of blood donors for antibody to human immunodeficiency virus type 1.
29,575 blood donors of whom about 20% were voluntary were screened for HIV 1. During the three years period 1988 to 1990 four different tests kits were used. Three were ELISA methods and one an agglutination method. Comparison of the monthly seropositivity for each year showed variations of 0.9 to 4.4% for the first year, 1.4 to 10% for the second year and 0.2 to 6.9% for the third year. The differences in the standard errors were found to be significant. These wide differences are suggested to be due to many factors including the use of different screening kits, many first time donors and inability to perform repeat tests on positive samples.